
Supporting Students with 
Intellectual Disabilities

A Panel Discussion



Today’s 
Presenters

Dani Smith, Manager of 

Accessibility Support – 

dsmith235@ccc.edu 

Patrice Henderson, District 
Director of Access & 

retention – 

phenderson10@ccc.edu 

Saul (Sonny) Santana, 
ACCESS Director, Daley 

College – 

ssantana24@ccc.edu 

mailto:dsmith235@ccc.edu
mailto:phenderson10@ccc.edu
mailto:ssantana24@ccc.edu




What is an Intellectual 
Disability?



What are some challenges 
that students with ID face 
when trying to enroll in 
community colleges? 



What are some challenges that community college 
disability offices face when supporting students with 

ID?



What are the challenges for students with ID 
with remote learning and remote office hours? 
Technology issues? Dealing with different SLM, 
email and other student related technology?



What can we all do to address the barriers faced by 
students with ID? How do we help them advocate and 

learn how to use the resources? 



Current 

Status of ID 

Programming 

for  

Community 

Colleges 

HR0219

Neurodiversity statement
City Colleges of Chicago values diversity, equity, inclusion, and 

accessibility of all. We recognize that neurodiversity* among the 

students, faculty, staff, trustees, and the community is critical to 

supporting a more inclusive learning and working environment.

We believe that, when neurodivergent people are understood, 

valued, and empowered, we all stand to benefit from their important 

and unique contributions. This statement represents our 

commitment to providing appropriate supports based on each 

person’s individual needs and a culture that recognizes human 
diversity.

 *Neurodiversity is defined as a strength-based approach to viewing 

differences in individual brain function and behavioral traits and as 
part of normal variation in the human population.

https://www.ilga.gov/legislation/BillStatus.asp?DocNum=219&GAID=17&DocTypeID=HR&SessionID=112&GA=103


HB3950

ACCESSibility at CCC

https://www.ilga.gov/legislation/BillStatus.asp?GA=102&DocTypeID=HB&DocNum=3950&GAID=16&SessionID=110&LegID=133038
https://colleges.ccc.edu/accessibility/


What resources are 
available to people who 
want to learn more or to 
advocate for students at the 
community college, state or 
national levels? 



How do we deal with 
the changing needs 
and evolving needs 
of students with 
ID/Disabilities?
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